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Why Choose a Charter School? 

The early 1990s marked a pivotal time for youth education in the United States.  
It was during this time that a small group of educators and policymakers came 
together to develop the charter school model and opened the first charter 
school.1  Charter schools are unique in that they are publicly funded, 
independently managed with greater operational flexibility, and open to all 
children at no cost.  Today, an estimated 2.9 million children attend 
approximately 6,700 charter schools in the US. 2 

Freedom to Innovate   
The founding principle of charter schools is that public schools should be held accountable for student 
learning.  Coupled with this responsibility is the freedom of school administrators to pioneer new 
methods to help children learn.  Some examples of innovation take place right here in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan at the Ann Arbor Learning Community (AALC), a charter school authorized by Eastern 
Michigan University.  AALC uses small multi-age classrooms and a whole child learning environment 
to promote student intellect, curiosity and cooperation. 

Ability to Meet Children’s Individual Needs   
Charter schools have the flexibility to adapt to the learning needs of each individual child.  Teachers 
have the ability to structure their time, as well as adjust the curriculum and materials, to best meet the 
needs of their students.   

Unique School Culture   
Whether it’s global awareness, language immersion, Science Technology Engineering or Math 
(STEM) education, civic engagement, or performing arts, charter schools reinforce core subjects by 
creating a certain culture or embracing a theme.  At AALC for example, knowledge of and respect for 
the environment permeate the curriculum.  Through student maintenance of the school gardens and 
individual classroom gardens, as well as learning opportunities in math and science through their 
indoor “Plant Census” program, students are immersed in opportunities to learn through the natural 
world daily. 

Track Record of Success   
Charters are held accountable for student progress and are obligated to participate in state testing 
and to meet federal standards.  One study found that 17% of students performed better than their 
counterparts at the traditional public school.3   Charter schools are some of the top-performing 
schools in the country.  They’re raising the bar of what can be achieved, and expected, in public 
education.  A higher percentage of charter students are accepted into a college or university.1 

Tuition Free 
Because charter schools are public institutions, they do not charge tuition nor have special entrance 
requirements.  Nor can they turn away students because of socio-economic status, ethnic 
background, or religious beliefs.   
 
 
For more information on the benefits of charter schools in the greater Ann Arbor area, visit the Ann 
Arbor Learning Community website at:  www.annarborlearningcommunity.org or call (734) 477-0340. 
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